
 

Class 4 News - September 2022 

Welcome back! I hope you all had an enjoyable summer break and are keen to get into the routine of school 

life again. We have a fun-packed term ahead. 

English 

We are basing our English work around the novel Thief! by Malorie Blackman. The book explores the feelings of 

a character who is not getting along with a group of friends at school. An extraordinary storm suddenly whirls 

twelve-year-old Lydia into the future... 

We will base a lot of our writing on this book, for example, writing missing events, character descriptions, 

newspaper reports and additional chapters. We will also be following the Y5/6 grammar and punctuation 

objectives and looking in detail at using brackets, dashes and commas within sentences, speech, word classes and 

synonyms and antonyms.  

Spelling 

We have changed the way we are delivering spelling lessons this year. Rather than a weekly spelling test, we are 

testing the children after a longer block of work in class. We hope that this will help the children to gain a deeper 

understanding of the words and their meanings and give them an opportunity to master the words and commit 

them to long term memory. Your support to learn the spelling rule and practise the words is very much appreciated. 

I have attached the spellings for the Autumn term to this letter. 

Reading 

As a school, we are making reading a huge priority this year. For the majority of the children in class 4, the basics 

have been mastered so the focus of their reading is to build a good stamina and level of understanding of what 

they have read. Each child will be given a book (either a levelled book from the reading scheme, or if they have 

completed the reading scheme, a book of their choice) and I ask that the children bring their books and diaries 

into school every day. The children will be given opportunities to read throughout the school day as well as at 

home. The more reading the children can do – the better. When they are ready to change their book, they can 

independently do this during registration. I will check in with reading diaries and frequency of reading every 

Monday. 

Maths 

This term we will be covering place value and looking at numbers up to 10,000,000. We will be revising and 

mastering the calculation methods of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. The children will be using 

the four operations in context and solving problems. 

Science 

Our science topic is 'Earth and Beyond'. We will be learning about the planets and the solar system, how we come 

to have day and night and the phases of the moon. We will be linking a lot of our work in class 4 to this exciting 

and interesting theme.  

 

 



DT 

The topic this term is to design a moving vehicle. We will use various skills to design and build a moving moon 

buggy! 

PE 

PE this term is learning the skills of Tag Rugby. From Friday 16th September, Joe Brown, from AllStars Rugby 

will be taking the sessions. Please could the children come to school wearing PE kit on a Friday. PE kit is plain navy 

joggers, plain white Tshirt, plain navy hoody/sweater and appropriate trainers. It is likely PE will take place 

outside on the field or MUGA. I have talked a lot to the children about wearing branded clothing for PE and the 

fact things can get dirty and ruined in a PE lesson. Please can we support each other and encourage the wearing 

of the basic school PE kit. Please can all jewellery be removed (preferably at home) to prevent injury, loss or 

damage.  

Swimming 

Throughout the whole Autumn and Spring term, Class 4 will go swimming every Monday at Spennymoor Leisure 

Centre. Please can the children bring swimming costume/trunks or shorts, a towel and swimming hat. Goggles are 

optional. If your child can not attend swimming, please can parents/ carers inform me or the school office. Please 

can all jewellery be removed as this is the Leisure Centre’s policy as well as ours. 

 PSHCE 

Our topic this term is exploring friendships. We will discuss how to be a friend and how to use good quality 

communication. We will also take part in a weekly circle time where the children can choose their own topics to 

discuss with their peers.  

Other lessons 

Miss Forth will be covering class 4 on a Monday afternoon and Wednesday morning. She will be delivering RE, 

Spanish and history. In RE, the children will be learning about the Jewish religion and considering why Jews visit 

the Synagogue. In Spanish, the focus is the planets/solar system and the children will be practising their 

vocabulary and grammar through that. In history the children will be learning about the Vikings. Mrs Coulls will 

be delivering a weekly music lesson where the children will build on their recorder skills.  

Homework 

Homework is set on a Friday and due to be handed in the following Wednesday. This gives the children the 

opportunity to ask for help on a Monday or Tuesday should they need it. I appreciate your support in this and 

hope to work alongside you in encouraging the children to take responsibility for completing and returning 

homework. 

YEAR 6 CHILDREN AND PARENTS 

I will be holding an important SATs meeting on Thursday 15th September at 3:30pm. This is for parents, carers 

and Year 6 children. I will show previous SATs materials, talk about the expectations and discuss revision and 

preparation. This will be the perfect opportunity to talk about any worries you have and explore ideas with me so 

we can work together to prepare the children in the best way possible.  

Thank you for reading our newsletter. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to get in touch, 

Kind regards,   

Miss Dodds 


